Alternative Roots

Faur people
turmiidd up bo
tha chair's
tirst rehearsnl

- The Voice Of
The Streets

i Britain's only homeless choir s
: finding harmony In music

; e harmonies of Ben B King's Stand Ry
| Meare floating down & Kings Crossback
i streer, emerging from behind 2 pair of
i rhickwooden daors.
Inside, twenty people are clicking their
i finpers and singing a Tousing version of the
i osixtiesclassic. It's Monday evening = rehearsal
i might for Britain'a nnby homeless choir,
i Whal Degan life as an advert in London
| hemeless magazine The Pavement ('Can vou
i oslng? Mot Ol well, conme 2long aoywayv!, has
i onow become & fully fleded choir, complete
Eowith mmany members and a wio of concerts
i underitshelr
Led by 33-vear-old Maric Bepdon, the cholr
¢ first met four-and-a-half-menths ago, when
I Bencon decided wmerge ber bl diecting a
I gospel choir with her day job working ina
£ hnerel for homeless people.
“Tjust eealised it was something nobody was
i Aoing,”she savs, "and singing makes yoo happy,
o basically, T spode toa few homeless people, and
rhewalirhought it was a pood idea, so Tput oul
Pl advert. Fowr people tured up to the
i first rehearsal "
: The choir — The Choit Wit Ne Name -
quickly tripled in size, and rheir ravcois
{opertormanges soon saw e being booled 1o
i perform around London, including Camberwells
festival of music ancd arls, Bookersiest,
Micheile Constanrinidon, 30, jpined 1o help
kick her drug babit, " recevesiog (oo rather
bad dreg addiction, andjeining1he chair gave
P orme somethimg dedo, " she savs.
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=My whobe life Ligs cevolved around people
thar were nsing dres. 115 orear ro meen with
prople Ut aren's, 10 was o really positive nove
forme, and ir'sataugh! 've heen clean for tour
rraeslus o,
Fun entirely on the kindness of Renron's
H rers have a meal
h for them after their

avcompanicd by professional

Their reperpire includes aoything (rom
Guails Barkley's Crazy to songs written by
members of the choir

i the coming weeks they will be having

“T just realised it was something
nobody was doing, and singing
makes you happy, basically”

o do a double hill
bonme’s homiess Choir

choir to Austs
perfnrmance with M
O Hard Knocks.

A surprising hy-product of the choie hasy
bovn twe formacios
Through warking
the group s
SUPPOTTIVG COMmIn

For 37-year-old James
rehearsals have become
Monday riphs have
says: "Mothing w
weren't Monday nig
weel: someth
mthecheiranc g
whatever their bac
-I-hl-' rne = \1’|'I’|I
Fur moveinfio cal

oy, the weakly
lifeline. "For me,
damental.” he
d be rhe same if there
vy u bunddmack i the
rif rov. The girvs

single oo of them,
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The Truth On Tap

With the UK's tap water aworld-
beater, an advertising guru is
lifting thelid on the bottled variety

win In sveny tive bottles ot water are in
I fuct Mt s water, Fogged back
ey with o mark-up ot 3,000 per cent,

W he e iUy Filtered rocons seaker o Fiench
abeicicl rmelt, it skl selling oo cobes to the
Eskirnos — youcan geb L e inyour hemel"
lacighs Joshua Blackboen, founder of the e
Want lap campaign,

A ccheertising guei by day, the W-year-nld
Landaner is burning the roarketing Lechigues
of the rowltl motllon bottled water industry boack
o bl by ettectbvely re=tirancing Loap weter,

“Olviously I8 nugeise,” he adis, 10 ik
brameling alr, but 175 o way at engagbng peaopke
el Lhe consumen levl, because (1S brancds that
pacaplears buying,”

An ailly as it soundls,
hls campelgn has a
attious mossage, Tap
wietter vges [ust 008 e
cunl ol L ey

Twenly years
ayo, people
weren' tdrinking
bottled water,

Samett ing |1|=r_~r||1=1'| by produca
e BroLlled waler, wilh
hﬂ;.:l;_ll{:f ied, and none of the plastic

wenste, OF the 13 Lilhon
plastic hottlas sald in
the LK last vear, anly
10 por cent were recycled while the rest was
inelnerated ar dumped in landfill.

Anconcingg Lo scicniests, tap waton in the LK
i=same ot the hlghest quality in the world, And
it sty good, teo, When Deconter magazine
conducted a blind tnste test of 24 water brands,
Thirries Lt walar canmgin jaint third,

Aside frarm the toct that IS more expensive
L pre kol o Fuas o heawy cardbon faotpring,
bottled water isn "t even that clean Tesrs by the
Mlatural Besources Defence Coundilin Americo
found thot a third of botthed water brands
contoined toxins ol levels exoeading industry
standards. A study by Syracuise Lnivarsity even
found that “one fourth of botted witers hod
ten times the hocterial cnunt of tap wates”,

io turn the tide againal bottled walers,
Blockburn is selling re-usable battles and glving
profits towater projects
irt developing Countrios; M

"Thuanty Years ago,
peopie weran’Ldnnking
battied water. Same-
thing huppaned, and
that somathing is 3
advertising,” says
Blockburn. "Brands
are part of our lives,
solet's usethem
asoway
of creatbing
change”
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that sornething
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